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From the desk of Pastor Jim
A pastoral letter from Bishop Alsted in light of the
tragic events in Ukraine
Bishop Christian Alsted, who serves in the Central
Conference that consists of Nordic, Baltic and Eurasian
countries, including Russia and Ukraine, is offering
a profound pastoral word on the crisis in Ukraine.
"Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not
give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be
troubled and do not be afraid." – John 14:27
There is war in Europe. Russia has invaded Ukraine,
which is a free independent democracy.
War and violence are evil and always entail considerable
human costs. The Christian message points to the path
of reconciliation and never to war and violence, as a
solution to conflicts.
In the face of this evil, we pray for a logic different from
the one based on geopolitical competition. We pray for a
change of hearts and minds of leaders, we pray for deescalation and dialogue instead of violence and war.
The Social Principles of the Methodist Church say: “We
deplore war and urge the peaceful settlement of all
disputes among nations. From the beginning, the
Christian conscience has struggled with the harsh
realities of violence and war, for these evils clearly
frustrate God’s loving purposes for humankind. We yearn
for the day when there will be no more war and people
will live together in peace and justice.

We stand with the United Methodists in Ukraine in
prayer for protection, reconciliation and peace.
We pray for pastors, leaders and congregations in
the United Methodist Church in Ukraine; may God
grant that their witness of reconciliation and
peace will bring strength and hope to the
Ukrainian people.
We pray for Bishop Eduard Khegay, bishop of
both Russia and Ukraine, may God give him the
wisdom and grace that he needs in his ministry
and leadership under these challenging
circumstances.
In the Nordic and Baltic episcopal area, Norway,
Finland, Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania all have
borders with Russia, and in addition, Latvia and
Lithuania have borders with Belarus. In the Baltic
states, in particular, the invasion of Ukraine
causes great concern.
The United Methodists in the Nordic countries
stand with the Methodists in Estonia, Latvia and
Lithuania in prayer for protection and peace. May
the Church's testimony of reconciliation and
peace in Christ offer hope and strength to the
people in the Baltic countries.

In the coming week we will enter the season of
Lent, which in the church is a time for prayer and
soul-searching. I call on all our congregations to
intercede for the people of Ukraine, and for the
leaders in the world, who have the power to bring
an end to war. I call on all our congregations to
Our central conference consists of Nordic, Baltic and
pray and fast for reconciliation and peace in the
Eurasian countries, including Russia and Ukraine. The
Christian Church is not nationalistic and our relations with world. May God, in His grace, open our eyes to
our brothers and sisters in other countries are not limited the things that make for peace, may He protect us
all from the escalation and spreading of war, and
by nationality or culture. We have deep relations with
may we follow Him on His path of truth and
Methodists in Ukraine and in Russia, and although we
are influenced by our culture and the political realities, we peace.
must never allow this to hinder or break our unity in
May Christ have mercy on us all,
Christ.
Bishop Christian Alsted

Birthdays
Mar 2

Annie Nalapo

Mar 9

Ann Marie Housen

Serving our Lord

Mar 12 Jay Barnett

Date

Service

Servers

Mar. 6

Liturgist
Ushers

Marilyn Krieg
Liz Hurney, Maggie Pang

Altar Flowers
Liturgist
Ushers
Altar Flowers
Liturgist
Ushers
Altar Flowers

Nalapo Family
Lidya Morrison
Liz Hurney, Maggie Pang
Heidi Stevenson
Elvira Robinson
Lidya Morrison, Marilyn Krieg
Beverly Bulthuis

Liturgist
Ushers
Altar Flowers

Annie Nalapo
Lidya Morrison, Marilyn Krieg
Heidi Stevenson

Mar 13 Linda Robinson
Mar. 13

Mar 14 Gabrielli Revett (5yrs)
Mar 19 Alise Vuduc (5yrs old)
Mar 23 Amelie Cabrera (17yrs old)
Mar 23 Mark Mullner

Mar. 20

Mar 23 Johnny Vasquez
Mar. 27

Mar 25 Barbara Miller
Mar 26 Miriam Tennant
Mar 27 Marilyn Krieg
Mar 27 Levita Oro

Happy Birthday to You!

Mar 28 Ray Bulthuis

Happy Anniversary to You!

Mar 28 Tom Middlemore

May God bless & keep you

Anniversaries
Mar 16

another year through!

Jun & Cynthia Filio
Altar Flowers

Dedication forms are
available in the Narthex.
The cost per arrangement is
$35.00 You may sign-up
and leave your dedication form and monies in
the offering box!

We are still
collecting items to
help with our
Food Pantry
March
items needed:
Pudding, Peanut Butter, Mac &
Cheese, Spaghetti & Sauce, Cereal, Toiletries.

Thank You’s
-All those who continue to support the food pantry. Bring items to Narthex or Office.
- Beverly Bulthuis for her attentive care of our plants and rose bushes.
-Beverly Bulthuis for the roll of postage stamps for our church mailers!
-Ray Bulthuis along with all those who help with the church grounds.
-Alivia Marinoff for her donation of mason jars.
-Linda Robinson for the Pancake Supper Fundraiser.
-Everyone for their continued financial support. God bless you for all that you do!

Mutual Ministries
Inspirational Prayer: As we have been loved faithfully, let us share this love with one
another! Psalm 32
Prayer Concerns: John V.-having hip surgery; Case Family– passing of Gail (friend of
V. Biacsi); Carl B.-healing from a fall (brother of Pastor Jim); Gaboy Family—passing
of Marciano who was 102yrs old. (friend of Pastor Jim); Lindy - in hospice care.
(ex sister in law of Marlynne P.); Bill N.– recovery from massive stroke. (friend, family member of Linda R.);
Marv - healing through cancer treatments. (brother of Mar S. & Marilyn K.); Justin - stroke recovery. (friend
of Steve H.); Family of Steve M. –passed away. (friend of Bev & Ray B.); Frances Miller & Family - comfort
and care. (J. Miller’s mother); Irene F.– strength & healing (friend of Beverly B.); Sany S.-heart problems
(brother of David S.); Ester B.– colon cancer, Karen O.– liver cancer, Dolly-breast & pancreatic cancer.
(friends & family of Carolyn A.); Bert J. - recovering from a stroke.; Allyn C.– diagnosed with prostate
cancer. (Ruby M’s friend); Linda T.– has lukemia (Ruby M’s first cousin); Janet—has lupus. (Ruby M’s
niece); Daryl M. –improved health. (Ruby M’s nephew); Gloria M.- lung problems (Lidya M’s niece).; Mary
– breast cancer. (Carrie P’s mom); Georgene B.– healing from cancer. (Linda R’s cousin); Ann Marie H.—
healing from military injury.; La Verne– healing from intestinal tumor. (brother of C. Filio); Pastor J.– severe
sleep apnea; Ernest W.– healing from health issues. Ellen W.– healing from stomach problems.; Leroy A. strength & endurance.; Judy S. - COPD (friend of P. White); Forrest M.-comfort in his illness; Norman B.–
comfort & healing. (friend of Pastor J.); Thelma M.-well being and healing. Claude H.–overall healing;
Doug H.– uplifting and healing. Prayers all goes well regarding his cancer treatments. (V. Biacsi’s brother);
Larry C. - healing from continued eye procedures & treatments; Our Church, Our U. S. Government, World
Leaders and World Peace! Those stricken by coronavirus, addictions, natural disasters (Nor Easter’, Tongan
volcano, tsunami victims), fires & hurricanes, earthquakes, terrorism, gun violence, peaceful protestors,
immigrants & families. Our men and women in the military and their families. All our nurses, doctors and first
responders!
Missionaries: Tim Revett & Family (Paraguay) along with the pastors and ministries of the Paraguayan Methodist
Church and the New Horizon Methodist School; Joint Commission in (Mexico); Chillah M. Waziri in (Nigeria).
Nursing Home/ Hospital:Beverly Chell, Forrest Martin, Bruce Leinbach, Irene Fleck, Shane Crum, Fred Garrido
Military Service: Alyssa Nalapo-Army Private 1st Class, Ann Marie Housen - Army Reserves Sgt. 1st Class,
LTC ; Kevin Cruzado -US Marine Corp. Medical Active Duty (Padayao’s grandson);
Vaccines are available and being administered to combat Covid-19 Please get your vaccines.
http:www.myturn.CA.gov.com

World Day of Prayer is
Friday, March 4, 2022
Let us pray for our leaders, our country, our government and those afflicted by world &
natural disasters.
Let us pray for our friends, families, coworkers, neighbors.
Let us pray for a beautiful and sustaining life for everyone.
God Bless You!
The Love Your Neighbor Coalition, comprising official United Methodist ethnic caucuses and unofficial advocacy groups,
invites United Methodists from around the globe to an online prayer vigil for the people of Ukraine at noon U.S. Eastern
time Feb. 26. People can register here. If you miss this one, please continue daily prayers.

Community Outreach
LENT 2022

First Sunday in Lent is March 6th
Lent for the year 2022 starts on Wednesday,
March 2nd and ends on Thursday, April 14 with
Holy Thursday. Lent is a Christian annual period
that starts on Ash Wednesday lasting for 40 days
(not Including Sundays) representing the 40 days
Jesus spent fasting in the wilderness.

Attention UMW Members
Sunday March 13, 2022
Let’s spring forward! Together we can fund our
pledges earlier in the year. After church, please drop off your check or cash for
year 2022 in the designated area. You may also mail it to the church office
marked UMW. Thank you!
Remember Daylight Savings begins Saturday night March
12th. Move clocks forward one (1) hour.

St. Patrick’s Day
Thursday, March 17, 2022
Paddy's Day started as a religious celebration in the 17th century to commemorate the life of Saint
Patrick and the arrival of Christianity in Ireland. This “Feast Day” always took place on the
anniversary of Patrick's death, which was believed to be March 17, 461 AD.

Community Outreach
Shoes That Fit
is back!

Kick off = Sunday, March 20th
-You may pick up your shoe cut-outs this day!

Followed by:
- March 27 - Start bringing in your shoes.
- April 3 - Bring in shoes final / Wrapping Party!
- April 5 – Delivery of shoes to school for children.
We hope you will make plans to participate!

Sunday, March 20, 2022

UMCOR Sunday is March 27, 2022
UMCOR Sunday (fourth Sunday in Lent). Previously known as One Great
Hour Of Sharing, this Sunday enables the United Methodist Committee on
Relief to reach out through worldwide ministries of food, shelter, health and
peace.
Special Sundays are designated Sundays throughout the year that provide
opportunities for giving. These special offerings are earmarked and support
designated ministries.
On these Sundays, we empower our congregations to give toward causes
and organizations that promote sustainable life change. These offerings help
offer refuge in times of disaster, promote peace and justice, provide
scholarships, reach out to the community, teach skills to encourage selfsufficiency and share the love of Jesus Christ with God’s people
everywhere.
Make check payable to WCUMC or give online at UMCgiving.org / giveUMCOR

How to help the Ukrainian Crisis: Donations can be made to the United

Methodist Committee on Relief’s International Disaster Response and
Recovery through Advance #982450. United Methodist Global
Ministries’ Advance #14053A supports pastors in Ukraine and Moldova.

The shrubs shielding the Parsonage from
the bus stop and traffic noise needed to
be removed.

Please help us by
supporting the:
Trustee’s Parsonage Fence Project

We now need to replace the shrubs with
a fence for the privacy and traffic noise
reduction for the Parsonage.
This is the current cost:
1. ¼ of one panel $62.50
2. ½ of one panel $125.00
3. ¾ of one panel $187.50
4. Full panel
$200.00
To all those who have already
contributed, thank you for
your donations!

Make checks payable to WCUMC - Fence Project

Let’s keep our grounds
functional and beautiful!

Owen Soria’s Eagle Scout Project (Troop 724 Donation Drive)
was successful
Thank you to everyone who contributed to this community outreach project Saturday, February 5th

Palm Sunday / Passion Sunday

April 10, 2022
will be

Christ Has
Risen!
Easter Sunday April 17th

Palm Sunday, also called Passion
Sunday, in the Christian
tradition, the first day of Holy
Week and the Sunday before
Easter, commemorating Jesus
Christ's triumphal entry into
Jerusalem!
Holy Week
begins

Monday, April 11, 2022
Maundy Thursday April 14, 2022
Good Friday, April 15, 2022
Holy Saturday, April 16, 2022
Easter Sunday, April 17, 2022

Please mark your calendars during this
Holy Season and Easter!

A Poem…..for thought and action
Much controversy surrounds the content of the poem by Pastor Martin Niemöller as it has been printed
in varying forms, referring to diverse groups such as Catholics, Jehovah's Witnesses, Jews, Trade
Unionists, or Communists depending upon the version. Nonetheless his point was that Germans had
been complicit through their silence in the Nazi imprisonment, persecution, and murder of millions of
people. He felt this was true in particular of the leaders of the Protestant churches (of which the
Lutheran church was one denomination). For his opposition to the Nazis' state control of the churches,
Niemöller was imprisoned in Sachsenhausen and Dachau concentration camps from 1938 to 1945
First they came for the socialists, and I did not speak out—because I was not a socialist.
Then they came for the trade unionists, and I did not speak out— because I was not a trade
unionist.

Then they came for the Jews, and I did not speak out—because I was not a Jew.
Then they came for me—and there was no one left to speak for me.
Martin Niemöller (1892–1984)

As followers of Jesus Christ let us not remain complicit in the face of injustice in this country and
throughout the world.

West Covina United Methodist Church is an
oasis for our community and a home for the
soul...where all are WELCOMED,
NURTURED and EMPOWERED to go forth
and participate with God in the
transformation of the world!

West Covina United Methodist Church
Located at 718 S. Azusa Avenue
West Covina, CA 91791
Ph: 626/ 967-7996
Pastor Jim’s Cell: 808/ 346-7557
Parsonage: 626/ 653-9472
Church Virtual Office Hours: Tue.-Thurs. 9am-4pm

Worship Service Schedule:
10:00 a.m. Sunday Morning Worship
10:15 am. Sunday School Classes- All Ages

11:00 Fellowship / Welcoming!
Prayer Room also available
Email: pastorjim.wcumc@gmail.com
(or) wcumcoffice1@verizon.net
Website: www.westcovinaumc.com Follow us:

