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Even in Christmas Season, 

only one day focuses on the birth of Jesus at 

all: Christmas Eve. Christmas Season as a 

whole is instead the celebration and 

contemplation of the marvel of God becoming 

flesh and dwelling among us (Christmas 

Day), along with everything God's coming 

and dwelling among us has unleashed and 

continues to unleash in this world.  This is 

why Christmas Season so prominently 

features such horror stories as the slaughter 

of innocent children and families forced to 

become refugees right alongside the terrifying 

appearance and joyous proclamation of 

angels to shepherds and the journey, 

adoration and presentations of gifts to Jesus 

by Persian astrologers. When the Word 

becomes flesh and dwells among us, the 

order of this world finds itself threatened and 

set askew, because a new order, the 

kingdom of God, has drawn near in Jesus.   

 

By the stark preparation of Advent for what is 

to come, we are also made ready not so 

much for a baby born long ago as for what it 

means to dwell here and now in this world as 

the One born that night continues to make all 

things new. 

This content was produced by Ask The UMC, a 
ministry of United Methodist Communications. 
 
                     Wishing you and yours a Merry and                      
                          Holy Christmas, 

                                                                                       

               Pastor Jim 

         

 

                        Merry Christmas                                  

 

Is Advent about preparing for baby Jesus? 

The short answer is, "Not so much."  

It is instead about preparing the Church--and 
especially those preparing for baptism during this 
season--for Christ's return to raise the dead, judge 
the living and the dead, and complete the new 
creation. 

Advent begins the church year by refocusing the 

church on the end, the culmination of all things in 

Christ. We start at the end so we can understand 

what the beginning of the end of all things, in which 

we are still living, means for us and for all creation.  

This is why the readings for the first three Sundays in 

Advent each year do not focus on the birth or 

childhood of Jesus at all. Instead, we hear Jesus 

talking about the end of all things (Advent 1), 

followed by two Sundays in which we hear from John 

the Baptist in often frightening terms what the "one 

who is to come" will ultimately do (Advent 2 and 

3).  Advent 4 brings the first glimpses of the events 

leading or relating to the birth of Jesus, events that 

bear witness not so much to a baby born as to the 

beginning of the radical reordering of all things that 

the arrival of this baby portends.     

 

Advent is not intended to prepare us for baby Jesus. 

It is intended to prepare us for what we need to focus 

on during Christmas Season.  

 

Readied by Advent for the scale of the upheavals 

underway and still to come, we come to Christmas 

Season to celebrate and contemplate their 

beginnings. 

 

 



 
 
Happy Birthday to You!   
 
Happy Anniversary to You!      
 
May God bless & keep you   
 
 another year through!     

 

Anniversaries 
 

Dec. 8 

 

Annie & Arnell Nalapo (25th) 

Dec. 18 Hing & Maggie Pang 

Dec. 18 Morgan & Preston Wilks (1st) 

Birthdays  

Dec. 2 Tim Hurney 

Dec. 14 Leroy Alexander 

Dec. 25 Ellen Wright 

Dec. 26 Logan Isaac Figueroa (11 yrs old) 

Dec. 27 Amy Hurney 

Dec. 28 Laycee Brawley (12 yrs old) 

Dec. 29 Carole Mullner 

                                                   Thank You 

       - Everyone who participated in making our Virtual Annual Charge Conference a success! 

        -Everyone who stayed to help with Hanging of the Greens. Our Sanctuary looks beautiful! 

                -Thanks to TOPS Exercise Group for their recent donations to our food pantry! 

                                            -Marilyn Krieg for her donation of paper, office supplies and volunteer time in the office. 

                    -Linda Robinson - stamps for mail outs to our sick & shut ins. Also for her gift of                                            

Advent Wreaths kits for our church fundraiser.  

                       -Gary George for setting up our paraments! 

                             -Karen & Gary George for cleaning our table cloths from Pat White’s memorial service. 

                               - Pastor Jim for fellowship & light supplies! 

-God bless our cheerful givers!  Please return your commitment cards as you are able. Thank you to those who were able to 

increase their tithes during this time. We appreciate everyone for all that you do! 

 

 

Serving our Lord 
Date Service Servers 

Dec 4 Liturgist Dangelo Robinson 

 Ushers Maggie Pang, Marilyn Kreig 

 Altar Flowers Nalapo Family 

Dec 11 Liturgist Marilyn Krieg 

 Ushers Maggie Pang, Vinnie Jones 

 Altar Flowers Rowen & Steve McKelvey 

Dec 18 Liturgist Elvira Robinson 

 Ushers Marilyn Krieg,  Maggie Pang   

 Altar Flowers Virginia Biacsi 

Dec 24 Liturgist Steve Hurney 

 Ushers Maggie Pang, Marilyn Krieg 

Dec 25 Liturgist   Annie Nalapo 

 Ushers Maggie Pang, Marilyn Krieg  

 Altar Flowers Ellen Wright 

 

Altar Flowers   

Dedication forms are available 

in the Narthex. The cost per 

arrangement is $35.00.  

 

 
   Remember to turn in your 

Commitment Cards 

You may pick them up in the Narthex or 

call the church office if you’d like one sent  

directly to you! 

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year!  



Mutual Ministries 

Inspirational Prayer: The Lord will fulfill his purpose for me; your love, O Lord, endures 
forever—.”  Psalm 138:8 
Prayer Concerns:   Ginny B. - fell and broke her foot.; Kasin G. - has RSV (5yr old great 

nephew of Ruby M.);  Ellen Lo - diagnosed with cancer. Prayers for healing. (sister of Maggie 

P.); Kevin - recovering from a kidney transplant (Clement family friend); Annmarie H. - 

recovery from leg surgery;  Jackie - recovering from breast cancer double mastectomy. (friend 

of Ginny B.);  Ginny B. - carpal tunnel / back issues;  Lidya M. –overall healing from shingles, 

Nicole G. - multiple myeloma. (Ruby M’s niece);  Marv - healing through cancer treatments. (brother of Mar S. & 

Marilyn K.);  Irene F.– strength & healing (friend of Beverly B.); Sany S.-heart problems (brother of  David S.);  

Bert J. - stroke recovery.; Allyn C.– recovering from prostate cancer. (Ruby M’s friend); Linda T.– has lukemia 

(Ruby M’s  first cousin); Janet - has lupus. (Ruby M’s niece); Daryl M. –improved health. (Ruby M’s nephew); 

Gloria M.- lung problems  (Lidya M’s niece); Pastor J.– breathing problems; Ernest W.– healing from health 

issues. Ellen W.– healing from stomach problems; Leroy A. -strength & endurance;  Forrest M.-comfort in his 

illness; Claude H.–overall healing;  Doug H.– uplifting and healing. Prayers all goes well regarding his cancer 

treatments. (Ginny B’s brother); Larry C. - healing from continued eye procedures & treatments; Our Church, All 

those traveling, Our U. S. Government, World Leaders and World Peace! Those stricken by RSV, coronavirus, 

addictions, natural disasters, fires, floods, tornadoes, hurricanes, earthquakes, terrorism, gun violence, peaceful 

protestors, immigrants & their families.  Our men and women in the military and their families. All our nurses, 

doctors and first responders everywhere who are working overtime from people affected by diseases, gun violence, 

war, etc.  

Missionaries: Tim Revett & Family (Paraguay) along with the pastors and ministries of the Paraguayan Methodist 

Church and the New Horizon Methodist School; Joint Commission in (Mexico); Chillah M. Waziri in (Nigeria).     

Davis Keya - in (Kenya) needs visa approval for U.S. return. Also needs a job to support his family as he awaits. 

Nursing Home/ Hospital: Forrest Martin,  Irene Fleck, Shane Crum, Fred Garrido. 

 

Military Service: Ann Marie Housen - Army Reserves Sgt. 1st Class, LTC ;  Alyssa Nalapo-Army Private 1st 

Class.              

Joys & Celebrations:   Merry Christmas & Happy New Year to Everyone! So thankful for all our Blessings! 

 

Memorial Services will be held for Dottie Griensted - January 14, 2023 at 1:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary 

followed by Reception in Parlor. 

Email address change: Barbara Miller has a new email address. Please make note barbmiller700@gmail.com 

World AIDS Day 

December 1, 2022 

World AIDS Day was first observed in 1988. 

Each year, organizations and individuals across the world bring attention 

to the HIV epidemic, endeavor to increase HIV awareness and knowledge, 

speak out against HIV stigma, and call for an increased response to move 

toward ending the HIV Epidemic. Follow HIV.gov and the hashtag 

#WorldAIDSDay to stay updated with the latest information.   



 

Join us Christmas Caroling! 

Saturday, December 10th 

 

 

We will carpool from Church Parking Lot at 4:00 P.M.   

Bring a snack to share afterwards in Parlor! 

 Any Questions, Contact Coordinator: Elvira Robinson  626-338-1792. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UWF Meeting 

Combined UWF(Day & Evening Groups) 

December 5, 2022  

7:00 P.M. (Pacific Time) Zoom 

 

For more information contact  

President - Beverly Bulthuis 626-918-0755.                                                                                      

 

Save the Dates:  

~Friday, January 13, 2023 UWF Tea            

in San Dimas, CA                                                 
contact:  Carolyn Arndt to reserve a spot 

cagreyeagle@aol.com 

~Sunday, January 15, 2023                      

UWF Sunday!                                          

Please plan to join this special         

worship service in the Sanctuary! TO RESERVE TICKETS IN ADVANCE FOR GUARANTEED SEATING 

                            GARY GEORGE AT 626-688-5596 



     West Covina UMC 

Light the ADVENT WREATH 
project 

in preparation of the                   
Holy Season 

Advent is Here                                                                                                                             

 Advent Wreath Kits are $10.00 each. 

The wreath kit includes your Advent Candles for    

Lighting  

Also included is an Advent Daily Devotional          

Calendar  

Join us as we journey through this Holy Season! 

   You can purchase your items from the church   

office  (Tue-Thurs. 9am-4pm).  

         Also available in the Narthex on Sundays. 

This fundraising project was prepared by                

Linda Robinson                                                                                                               

Worship Schedule 
Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship Service 

Saturday, December 24th 
7:00 P.M. in the Sanctuary 

We hope you will be able to join us! 
Christmas Day Worship 
Sunday, December 25th 

10:00 A.M. in the Sanctuary 

                                                     Music is in the Air! 

Please bring us your musical talents as we Celebrate Christmas   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact Pastor Jim Brooking if you can participate 808-346-7557 or jebrooking@charter.net 

Music Worship 

Sunday, December 18, 2022 at 

10:00 A.M. in the Sanctuary. 

 

Fellowship Following in the Parlor!  



West Covina United Methodist Church is an 

oasis for our community and a home for the 

soul...where all are WELCOMED, 

NURTURED and EMPOWERED to go forth 

and participate with God in the 

transformation of the world! 

 

 

 

West Covina United Methodist Church 

   Located at 718 S. Azusa Avenue 

 West Covina, CA 91791 

Ph: 626/ 967-7996 

 Pastor  Jim’s Cell: 808/ 346-7557 

 Parsonage: 626/ 653-9472 

Church Virtual Office Hours: Tue.-Thurs. 9am-4pm 

Worship Service Schedule: 

10:00 a.m. Sunday Morning Worship 

10:15 a.m. Sunday School Classes- All Ages 

11:00 a.m. Fellowship / Welcoming! 

Prayer Room also available 

Email: pastorjim.wcumc@gmail.com 

(or) wcumcoffice1@verizon.net 

    Website: www.westcovinaumc.com    Follow us:      

West Covina United Methodist Church                                     

718 S. Azusa Avenue                                                                

West Covina, CA 91791-2602 


